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fession, and of which the effect is merely to open, to in-
vigorate, and to enrich the mind, will generally be found,
in the business of every profession, superior to men who
have, at eighteen or nineteen, devoted themselves to the
special studies of their calling. The most illustrious Eng-
lish jurists have been men who have never opened a law
book till after the close of a distinguished academical
career; nor is there any reason to believe that they would
have been greater lawyers if they had passed in drawing
pleas and conveyances the time which they gave to Thu-
cydides, to Cicero, and to Newton. The duties of a Civil
Servant of the East India Company are of so high a nature
that in his case it is peculiarly desirable that an excellent
general education, such as may enlarge and strengthen his
understanding, should precede the special education which
must qualify him to despatch the business of his cutcherry.
It therefore seems to us quite clear that those vernacular
Indian languages which are of no value except for the
purpose of communicating with natives of India, ought not
to be subjects of examination. But we are inclined, though
with much distrust of our own judgment, to think that a
distinction may properly be made between the vernacular
languages and two languages which may be called the clas-
sical languages of India, the Sanscrit and the Arabic. These
classical languages are by no means without intrinsic value
in the eyes both of philologists and of men of taste. The
Sanscrit is the great parent stock from which most of the
vernacular languages of India are derived, and stands to
them in a relation similar to that in which the Latin stands
to the French, the Italian, the Spanish, and the Portuguese.
The Arabic has contributed, though not in the same degree
with the Sanscrit, to the formation of the vocabularies of
India; and it is the source from which all the Mahometan
nations draw their religion, their jurisprudence, and their
science. These two languages are already studied by a few